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Home schooling has become a growing trend that is gradually becoming more and more popular. In 1990 around 300,000 students were being home schooled. Just six short years later this number had risen to 700,000 in 1996, then to 850,000 within another three years by 1999. By 2001 it had grown to 1 million (Hammons, 2001). Parents are finding the idea of home schooling their children more and more appealing as the years go by. Although parents believe it is the right decision for their children and that they know what they’re doing there are many people who disagree. They feel there are things that children end up missing by not being part of a traditional school system. I chose to write about this topic because it’s something that has always interested me. From fourth through half of sixth grade I was part of a home school group that I feel gave me a different perspective on education. It wasn’t the same as traditional home schooling, but was a group of students all schooled at one family’s home with multiple teachers, but it was still a different kind of experience. I have been able to see both types of education and am unable to find one that is “better” than the other. I was very interested to know what the arguments were as to why parents decided to make this decision and as to why they shouldn’t be allowed to home school their children. As with any controversial subject, home schooling has both advocates and protestors who each share valid points toward their arguments. 

In an article concerning the problem of home-schooled children not being allowed to experience important social lessons, Bowditch (2003) explains her point of view on the subject. She realizes that these children taught at home end up doing very well academically. They often score higher than their public schooled counterparts, and learn faster and at a greater quantity. She feels, however, that they are not being given the social life lessons that are necessary for every child to learn. A lot of parents who decide to make the decision to home school are being selfish and aren’t allowing their children the classmate friendships they need in their lives. One mother that was interviewed told about how she took her twin daughters out of school and home-schooled them for six months. In the beginning they were doing really well and learning extremely quickly, but they soon began to feel lonely. After pleading with their mother, who finally realized that she was being selfish in trying to keep them at home, they returned to school. When they did return to school they had a hard time getting back into the different style of learning and dropped in progress academically, but they insisted on staying at school and not being brought back home. So many children aren’t given this opportunity to have the classroom friendships, or disagreements that are such important social lessons to learn as a child. Bowditch (2003) explains that by depriving their children of a public school education parents are also depriving their children of their first taste of independence. The problems that students run into, such as bullying or a difficulty in learning, are so important for them to learn how to overcome with the help of their parents and school. By home schooling one’s children, they won’t get these opportunities to experience these problems and thereby learn how to avoid or deal with them in the future. 

According to Pfleger (2000), there are many things that are overlooked when discussing home schooling. Unlike Bowditch (2003), Pfleger (2000) believes that the statistics on home-schooled children scoring higher on tests and doing better in college are flawed. She agrees that there are definitely cases where this is true, and that there are success stories in home schooling, but most people neglect to mention the children who don’t benefit from being taught at home. She has found many studies that are skewed and don’t give all the information. For instance, she mentions one study that is often used to show that home schooling is great for children, and shows that it is actually very flawed. The study reveals that home-schooled children score in the 80th to 87th percentile, while public school students score in the 50th percentile. This looks like an open and shut case for home schooling. However, when it is examined a little closer it shows that the study included home-schooled children from all over the country and public school children from only the state of Virginia. Also those home-schooled students that were polled for the study were sent a questionnaire and could chose to fill it out and send it back or not. Overall, she believes that many of these studies are incorrect and don’t give all the information necessary. 

Pfleger (2000) also discusses how it is true that there are some great success stories with home schooling, but there are also cases where the children didn’t get a good enough education. In some states parents can simply withdraw their children from school and say they are going to home school them and that’s all they need to do. They don’t have to be checked up on and they don’t have to have their children evaluated. Some of these parents end up withdrawing their children from public school and then neglect to actually continue their education. One child mentioned in the article was finally admitted back to school and had be enrolled in remedial help to get him back to where he needed to be academically. This is a costly thing for schools to undertake, which ends up costing the taxpayers extra to help these children. That alone should open up people’s eyes. Why should they have to pay for the mistake of a parent in their community? The parent should have never been allowed to make that mistake in the first place. 

Hammons (2001) is an advocate of home schooling who shares many statistics to prove the validity of such an education, he especially shares statistics on the ability of home-schooled children to get into college and achieve higher education. He also attempts to dispel beliefs of socialization of home-schooled students as well as other topics. Statistics show that these children score higher overall than traditionally schooled children on college entrance exams like the SAT and ACT. Their average score on the SAT is 81 points higher, which is a huge difference when considering how most students take the exam a second time hoping to improve their score by as little as 50 points. This alone shows that these students are receiving a good education from their parents, even if they aren’t certified to be teachers. The reason for their higher scoring may be connected to their ability to create their own curriculum. They are required to learn each of the subjects they would have been taught in school, but they can go at their own pace, because they are the only student. They don’t have to slow down to the pace of the slowest student in a class of twenty-five, or miss important concepts because they are being rushed through a subject. They can take their time, or speed through anything that they understand easily, because they are the only student to worry about. 

The weight of certain documents submitted with the application are a little different for home school applicants than a typical high school student applying for college admission. These children have to do a little more work to get letters of recommendation and to prove that they would be able to handle college classes and the environment. A letter of recommendation from their parents won’t look as convincing as one from a coach, specialized teacher (i.e. piano teacher, etc.), or volunteer coordinator. Parents also will send their children to college summer programs to show that they are able to handle a regular classroom experience as well as handle the college level course work. Overall colleges and universities readily accept home-schooled students who show the capability of handling a college education. It gives their campus another level of diversity that all colleges are always searching for. Nineteen out of twenty of the top universities in the country have students who received a home school education as part of their student body. The fact that students were home-schooled doesn’t deter colleges from accepting students just because of that fact. They are given the same chance, if not more of a chance in some cases, of getting into college. Another worry is that these students won’t easily shift to the social life of college. Many people believe that home schooling causes these children to become socially inept, but the majority of those who have gone on to college are indistinguishable from the other students on campus. They become model citizens on campus and show a great maturity and high motivation. Therefore, it can be said that these students can easily adapt and are no less socialized than their public school counterparts. 

Blake (Appendix) agreed to do an interview concerning home schooling and was very knowledgeable about the subject. She made the choice to school all of her three children at home. When asked why she made this choice she explained that she felt it was simply the right choice for her children. She and her family are very religious and she wanted to be able to teach her children morality and the Christian tradition at home. She also wanted to give her children the opportunity to explore the subjects that really interested them, and not be forced to take the classes required and to ignore those that really excited them. She had friends who had made the same decision to home school their children, and talking to them helped her make the decision to do the same. She doesn’t feel like there’s anything really wrong with public school, or that there’s anything better about home schooling, but it’s just a decision that parents make. It’s not right for some people, but for others it’s a better choice to make. 

Socialization of home-schooled children is an issue that is constantly discussed and debated between sides. She argued that it was never a problem with her children. They had plenty of opportunities to spend time with other children outside of the family. She made sure to enroll them in activities that would put them with other kids their age. They were part of the ski program at the local high school, they took music lessons from a specialized teacher, they were part of a church youth group, and they held jobs once they were old enough. With these activities as well as regular daily events such as going to the grocery store they learned how to communicate and form friendships with others. 

The qualifications of parents to be their children’s teacher is another issue that causes divide. In Blake’s (Appendix) opinion it shouldn’t be an issue. As long as the parent is patient, loving, and diligent they can teach their children. The most important thing is that they always stay a step ahead of their children in regards to learning. They may not be knowledgeable on every subject, but they can learn each subject alongside their children and just stay that one step ahead so they always know a little more than their children in order to teach them well. Making the decision to home school one’s children is not for the faint of heart. It takes a lot of hard work, persistence, and especially love to take on such a task, but if you feel it’s the right decision and that you have all the tools, then it is possible to do.  

McCloskey (2008) expressed her thoughts on home schooling and shared that she felt it was a great idea for her family as well. Her children were the ones that came to her and asked her to be home schooled. She did have to make a lot of sacrifices, but she felt it was worth it to be able to spend this extra time with her children. She feels that a parents influence and presence in their child’s life is extremely important, and home schooling your children is a great way to get this time. She felt that there was never enough time for anything, and that making this decision to school her children at home gave them the time they needed not only to spend together, but to get the hands on experience they needed in their schooling, but weren’t getting. In her opinion, home schooling can bring families closer together as well as aid children in the learning process. 

There are many valid arguments on both sides of the home schooling issue. Overall, it seems that each family needs to choose what they feel is right for them. It also seems that there need to be some laws put into place to stop parents from taking their children out of public school and then not continuing their education. Some states already have these laws and require parents to submit a plan for the year and then to submit a portfolio at the end of the year, but this is something that all states need to instate. Home schooling isn’t something that should be banned or advocated for the masses. It is simply something that should be chosen on a case-to-case basis. Home schooling is neither good nor bad, but is a personal choice that shouldn’t be taken lightly and isn’t for the faint of heart. 
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Interview

I interviewed Melanie Blake on Monday, March 22, 2010. I chose to interview her because she has home schooled all three of her children from kindergarten all the way through twelfth grade. 

1) What do you feel children will gain from being home schooled?


They gain a stronger sense of who they are without the added peer pressure. They are able to freely explore their interests. They are able to answer questions without being mocked by classmates, or can not have the answers without being ridiculed. They gain a greater closeness and stronger relationship with their family. 

2) What are things they may miss?


Prom and important dances, however, they don’t know what they’re missing out on, so often it doesn’t matter. The large classroom experience is something else they may miss, which could make college more intimidating. They also miss being exposed to different teaching styles from all the different teachers. They miss out of the specialized classes, like computer classes that need a teacher who is skilled in the one subject. 

3) What are the reasons you chose to home school your children?


I never thought about it as an option until the time for them to start school was approaching. I decided that I wanted to be the primary influence in their lives, and that I wanted to help them to develop their morals (we are a Christian family). I thought the best way to do so would be to home school them. I also had friends who had made the choice to home school their children. 

4) How did you prepare yourself to home school your children?


Even before I had my children I had been working here at Plymouth State University and had taken a few courses on education, so I had a small foundation. A lot of it, however, is staying one step ahead of your children in the learning process so you can still help them learn. In the beginning it’s easier because everything is new to them, but you have a wide knowledge of these subjects. When they get older it’s like you are learning right along with them, you’re just learning one step ahead of them. It also was a great help to have the resource of friends who had home schooled their kids before and knew a little more than I did at the time. 


My husband is a gardener, so the children would work with him and learn science through experience that way. One of my sons helped with the corn right from the beginning all the way to the end of the process and learned not only science, but many great skills. We had him take pictures throughout the process and write what he was discovering. 

5) Why do you feel children should be home schooled instead of going to school?


I don’t think it’s the right choice for every child. I just felt it was the right choice for my children. 

6) Have your children expressed their feelings on being home schooled with you? What were these feelings? Did they feel good or bad about it?


They have gone through both feelings, being happy and unhappy with my choice to home school them, but for the most part they were happy with it. One of my children was harder than the others to home school. I once asked him if he wished he had gone to school in a public school and he said no, but that maybe they could have “diagnosed” his issues better and known better how to deal with them. I talked to a special educator about it though, and she told me that I had made the right choice and he was better off being taught at home. 


Overall my children were happy with the choice I made to school them at home. They got to focus on what they liked and learn from experiencing things. One of my children was able to help build a cabin with their father, another was able to take music lessons. They were able to tailor their education and to add in special lessons and activities during the day that interested them. 

7) How do you make sure you teach your children everything they need to learn?


There are books and guidelines that you can follow. I also looked at the standard and tried to follow it as best as I could. 


We made our vacations educational by going to historic places and talking about what we learned. I exposed my children to languages through books and people who gave them lessons. I also signed them up for a language learning program where they were able to learn some basic German. I made sure to search outside the home and myself and my husband for extra help from someone who was more specialized when needed for things like music lessons, languages and other subjects. 

8) Do you think all home schooled children are taught what they need to be taught?


No, I don’t, but neither are students who are taught in the public schools. There are things you can’t learn from a book and are learned purely by experience. My children were able to get small jobs that taught them through experience how to count change, helped them learn people skills, and customer service skills, as well as many other things. These things that you can only learn through experience are just as important as those things you learn from a book. 

9) Do home-schooled children get enough time spent with others outside of their families? What re the things you do to make sure they do?


They took music lessons, swim lessons, were part of a youth group, played little league, and part of the school ski program among other things. I signed them up for activities that gave them the chance to interact with and make friends. They also got together with their friends, which gave them that time hanging out with people outside of home. They are doing the same things as children educated in a public school, their learning environments are just different. 

10) How are home-schooled children getting a well-rounded education?


Everything in their life is learning. They never stop learning. There is no specific time that they are done with learning, it just keeps going. There was no specific “school time”. They learned by doing experiments and by actually sitting there and learning. Sometimes, as a home school group, we would bring people in to teach the children a specific subject on a specific day. 

11) How do you keep the learning structured? 


We had a chart for each child of what they needed to get done for the day. They could get it done in whatever amount of time they wanted, but it had to be done by the end of the day. They could take their time and take hours to get it done, or they could get it done right away and have the rest of the day to do what they wanted. 


We would look at a textbook and figure out how much of it needed to be learned each week to be able to get through the whole thing. 


We also just had school during the week and took the weekends off, just like they would have done in public school. 


We tried doing the school day in a few different ways to see what worked best for the kids. We did a little bit of each subject each day and we also tried doing on subject a day and getting all the weeks work done for that subject in that one day. 

12) How are parents skilled enough as educators to teach their children instead of someone with all the education schooling?


You end up learning with you kids. If you don’t know a subject you need to teach them you can learn it right alongside them. You can always stay a step ahead of your children in the learning process, and that’s all you need to be able to teach them the information. Anyone can home school their children. They just need a lot of patience, diligence, love for your children and a love of learning. 

13) What is the process like to withdraw a child from school to begin home schooling them?

The process is different in every state. In New Hampshire when I was going through this process you had to notify the school that you were making this decision if your children were between the ages of 6 and 16. The ages may have changed now. You had to submit your notification as well as your proposed curriculum. These are all sent to an overseer who may be a super-intendent or someone from the Department of Eduation. Your curriculum that you submit consists of a list of goals you have for each child. Then at the end of the year you submit an evaluation along with a portfolio or a CAT test. Once you’ve submitted all this you receive a letter of agreement or disagreement.
