Bridgewood High School’s Christmas Pops Concert: Narrative

This concert is being held in Bridgewood High School’s auditorium. It holds close to six hundred people and has a good sized pit area where the risers will be set up. My choir has a balanced tenor and bass section compared to the women allowing us to do SATB repertoire without problems. I also have an excellent pianist who does all of the accompanying that involves a piano. For this concert there will be a piano, a drum set, hand drum, and a stand for the flautist set up ready for them when they come to join us. 


As the concert begins the select choir will start with the sopranos and basses filing in from the right door, and the altos and tenors from the left. As soon as they are in place the music will begin and we will sing our “Jubilate Deo”. I chose this song because it is a fun upbeat song that will get everyone in the Christmas spirit. For “Venite Adoremus, Gesu Bambino”, the second piece, I will introduce our flute player Jessica Samson and then we will start. This piece was beautifully arranged by Ruth Elaine Schram and gives us the chance to highlight our very talented flute player. Our next song “Wintersong” is not so traditional, but is gorgeous and really allows the choir to work on their blend and harmony. Next is a medley of popular Christmas tunes that the choir really brought alive. You can tell that they really enjoy this arrangement of some of their favorite Christmas songs. We are also able to showcase some of the great voices we have in our select choir with solos throughout this fun piece. Finally, we will end with “Hallelujah Amen” a great composition by Handel that is always a wonderful ending piece for any choir.


Once the select choir is finished, those who are in the High School choir will stay on stage while the others file out, and the rest of the High School choir files on the same way that the select choir did. Their first piece is another upbeat fun holiday piece “Festival Gloria” that begins with a trumpet fanfare. Next are two a cappella songs that are slow and beautiful, “Sweeter Still: A Holiday Carol” and the well known “Dona Nobis Pacem” which will be done in a round form. This piece gives them the challenge of really listening to each other and bringing out the dissonances and resolutions. We will continue with the much loved “Sleigh Ride” followed by “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” for which our lovely drummer will be introduced. After this popular piece, another pop song that has been adapted to make it for the Christmas season “From A Distance” will follow. Next is a great Estonian piece “Ule Lume Lagedale” that gives the choir a chance to sing in another foreign language. Finishing this section will be “An A cappella Christmas” that combines many well loved Christmas carols together into one piece. This piece also allows us to showcase more voices through many more solos. After this section there will be a quick ten to fifteen minute intermission during which we will be selling refreshments to fundraise for our biannual choral trip. 


After the intermission we will have the opportunity to hear a quartet sing the gorgeous Christmas carol “O Holy Night” with piano accompaniment. They are followed by our wonderful women’s and men’s choirs. The women will start with “A Welsh Noel” followed by “One Voice”. It begins with one woman singing alone, another joins in, and then the whole choir comes in. They continue with “Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas” a popular Christmas song, and they finish with “Sing Joy: A Medley of Carols”. The men continue with “Sing We Now of Christmas” the English version of the French “Noel nouvelet”. “Pie Jesu” follows, and then another popular Christmas song “Mary Did You Know”. They finish with “Star of Glory” a spiritual about the star of Bethlehem. Finally to finish out the whole concert, everyone comes back onstage to sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” which is always a big crowd pleaser. This wraps up the show and hopefully everyone will leave full of the Christmas spirit. 

Caelestis Harmonia and Shout Out’s Rush Into Spring Concert: Narrative 

At the high school that I’m teaching at, I am given a lot of opportunity to create great choirs, and I decided to create both a women’s and a men’s choir. We are having a spring concert that has a theme for the women and one for the men. The women’s theme is focused on spring, while the men’s is more about water. This gives the concert variety and makes it a lot of fun. The concert will be held in our auditorium and will begin with the women’s chorus Caelestis Harmonia. 

The women will file in from the left and will begin with a very fitting piece “To Welcome Spring!” ushering in the spring season. For this song we will also bring out our great flute player to accompany us along with our great and accomplished pianist. “The Turtle Dove” follows, which is a more somber piece that incorporates a great cello player. Next is a madrigal like piece by William Cornysh called “Ah! Robyn” which also ushers in the spring season. This is followed by a great arrangement of the famous and lovely Irish tune “Danny Boy”. The women will then finish this section with a great upbeat tune that will bring joy into the room,  “O Hear the Joyful Music” which brings back our flautist and also has a hand drum part. 

Once the women have finished, the men’s choir Shout Out will file in from the left while the women file out to the right. They will then continue the concert with tunes that are all about water and floating on the sea. They will begin with the spiritual “Wade in the Water” that gives many of the men in the choir a chance to have a solo. This is followed by another spiritual “Deep River” that portrays the feelings of the slaves and what they had to go through. Next they will perform “I’ll Sail Right Home to You”, a great sea chantey that will delight the audience. The popular song “The Water Is Wide” follows that will pull at the heart of every person who has ever been in love. They finish with “Sea Fever” which will really give them the chance to learn how to sing independently of the other parts, yet to sound good and blend together. An intermission will follow this last piece.

The women will then file in again from the left, and continue with the famous song by Thomas Morley “Now Is the Month of Maying”, another madrigal that will give the women a chance to experience late sixteenth and early seventeenth century musical forms. They continue with “Cerf-volant (Kite Flying)” a song that is partially in French and partially in English. This will bring back many wonderful memories for many people in the audience, and gives the women a chance to sing in a romantic language. “Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree”, a great pop song from the 1940s follows that will show their ability to have fun while performing. Next is the beautiful classic made popular by The Sound of Music “Edleweiss”. They will finish their portion of the concert with “Alleluia (from Veni Sancte Spiritus) by Mozart, an uplifting and great finishing piece. 

Again, the men will file in from the left and the women will file out to the right. The men will then continue the concert with a few more songs about water starting with “Drive the River Down” a great energetic piece about river men and logging that will give them an  opportunity to learn about some interesting historical things that are included in the song. Next is the popular and famous “Shenandoah” followed by another popular tune “Bridge Over Troubled Water” which is always an enjoyable and fun piece to do. They finish their last section with an Irish classic “Loch Lomond”. This will be followed by a combined piece that also requires a flautist, “Song for the Mira”, a lovely piece about the river Mira in Nova Scotia that almost brings you to the place and time. This will conclude our great concert.

Laudatio Church Choir Fundraiser Concert: Narrative

This fundraiser concert is to benefit the choir’s church that didn’t have a great winter. Unfortunately, during one of the many snow storms, a tree fell directly on top of their church creating a terrible hole in the roof. The Laudatio Choir has taken it upon them to try and raise money to help fix their church through this fundraiser concert. The concert will be held at a neighboring church, that conveniently has a great organ that we will use as accompaniment for many songs. They also have a piano that we will also need to use for accompaniment. We will ask for donations at the door and hope to raise enough money to reopen their church.


The concert will begin with the main church choir, that will file in through the center aisle. They will begin with “A Song We Raise” an uplifting anthem of praise to the Lord. This will be followed by the well known “The Lord Is My Shepherd” that has a gorgeous oboe part to really bring it alive. Mozart’s “Ave Verum Corpus” will follow giving the choir an opportunity to sing in Latin. They will continue with a lyric piece entitled “Thy Word Is A Garden Lord” that instead of organ has a beautiful piano accompaniment. They will then conclude this section with a lively “Rejoice in the Lord”. 


Following this the Handbell Choir will file in from the side while the choir goes out the way they came in. The Handbell Choir will begin with “Cannon of Grace” by the famous and well-known Johann Pachelbel. This will be followed by “Guide Us O God of Grace” a gorgeous song in praise to the Lord. Two well-known church hymns “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” and “How Great Thou Art” will follow, and they will finish with an upbeat “Fanfare Festiva”. 


The children’s choir, made up of children from ages six to twelve, will then be brought on from one side as the Handbell choir leaves to the other. They will begin with a fun song about Jonah and the Whale called “Jonah (Quit Your Belly Achin’)”. They have a lot of fun with this song and will be really excited to show it to their families, which is why we started with this one. We will then switch gears and sing a few more reverent pieces. The first is “Walkin’ in the Light” followed by “Give Me Oil in My Lamp” and finally by “Come Light of the World”. They will finish with another fun song “Go Forth In Song”. 


As they file out to one side, the main church choir will enter as they did before through the center aisle to conclude the concert. They will begin with the gorgeous and moving “Ubi caritas” a Latin piece about charity and love, which is very fitting for a fundraiser concert. The well-known song of praise “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” will follow. Then two renditions of hymns “For the Beauty of the Earth” and Abide with Me” will come after. They will then conclude the concert with “Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him”, which will leave the audience with something to smile about as they are leaving. 

