Observation Reflection

Being able to work with children with disabilities has been a great experience for me. Before I began this observation I was afraid to work with disabled students and didn’t know how to respond to them and how to react. I didn’t realize that I could actually grow to really like spending time with these students and be sad when my time with them was over. It’s amazing how attached you can get in such a short time. Not only was I able to learn a lot, but I was also able to realize that I had nothing to be afraid of. 


Unfortunately I wasn’t able to learn as much about these children as I would have liked to. Basically all I was told was what their disability was, and I got a little bit of a background story on a few of them. However, I was able to learn how some of these children act, and how that fits with the common characteristics of their disability. Most of the students had learning disabilities, and then one boy had an emotional disorder, and anther had aspergers. I have been able to learn how to teach these students, and how to help them on things so that it can be made easier. One day I was also able to see how a program works on the computer to read to them if they have trouble reading straight from the book. I was able to learn so much during my observations about children with disabilities and how they are just like us, and that they just have a little more trouble learning than the majority of children do. 


The thing I am most grateful for concerning these observations is that I am no longer so afraid to work with children with disabilities. I don’t have as much anxiety as I did previously. I feel like I could go into my classroom as a first year and be able to help the special education children in my class reach their full potential. I’m glad that I was given this opportunity and that I was able to work with these children each week. I was able to develop a relationship with them where they felt like they learned something, or got something done when I helped them. One of the girls would even come up to me and just start talking to me about her life and how she was doing. She is such a sweet girl, and I’m glad I could be there for her as someone who would listen to her stories. Now that I have completed this observation I feel like I am prepared to work with students with disabilities, and that I know a little bit what to expect. I feel like I will be able to help them to reach their full potential and to make as much of themselves as they can. 
