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Course Description:


This course is geared towards those students who love music and singing and want to learn how to become a better performer as well as learn techniques  for singing in a healthy way. 
Required Materials:  

· Basics of Singing by Jan Schmidt, 5th Edition

· 3-Ring Binder for songs, research, and notes

· Pencil
Course Objectives: 
· Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

· Reading and notating music.

· Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

· Evaluating music and music performance. 

· Identify the range of careers in the field of music. 

· Use the proper technique of breathing and posture. 

· Practice warm-up techniques 

· Research and teach the vocal mechanism (biology of the vocals). 

· Recognize how to maintain vocal health. 

· Discuss the process of learning a song to ensure an effective performance. 

· Perform for their family members and peers. 

Evaluation: 


40% Participation


20% Final Performance


10% Midterm

10% Quizzes

10% Model or Poster of vocal parts

5%   Review of Performance 

5%   Self-Assessment Essay

FINAL PERFORMANCE


Instead of having a written final, the final will consist of a performance of each student’s solo piece. This is a piece that will have been worked on for about half of the semester. It will be a piece of the students choosing that will have to be approved by the teacher. They will spend a lot of time in and out of the class doing research for and learning their songs and receiving constructive criticism from their fellow classmates as well as the teacher. There will be a rehearsal with the accompanist prior to the performance, which will be mandatory. The performance is also mandatory, and the grade is based upon whether or not the student shows up and on their professionalism. It will be a time for each student to showcase the progress they’ve made throughout the course for their peers. 

MIDTERM AND QUIZZES

Throughout the semester two written quizzes and one written midterm will be administered. They will cover things that will have been talked about in class and will be reviewed in class. More information will be provided by the teacher nearer to each assessment. 

MODEL OR POSTER OF VOCAL PARTS


During the unit on the vocal mechanism and the biology of the vocals each student will be put in one of three groups. Each group will have a part of the vocal mechanism assigned to them, and then each individual will create their own personal model or poster for a grade. The model or poster will go along with a presentation that will be made to the class about the part of the vocals given to the student. More details can be found on the rubric handed out by your teacher. 

REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE

On February 15 the class will attend a performance called “Two Mezzos”. After the performance the students will be expected to write a critique of the performance. The critique should include the student’s opinions about the performance, and should reference things learned in class. Further expectations will be outlined by the teacher.  

SELF-ASSESSMENT ESSAY

At the end of the semester the students will be required to write a short essay explaining how they feel they have changed throughout the semester. This is a time for each student to reflect back on how they came into the class and what has occurred during the semester. They should also include what they have learned that has especially helped them to better themselves as performers. Further expectations will be outlined by the teacher. 
